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The metre 1s rough and ready, but the language
itself (Eastern Hind1) 1s musical and expressive 1t 1s a lan-
guage which calls a spade a spade in the sense that there is
one word for each material object, each action or each senti~
ment described, and that word is the right one, which 1s to
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say, that 1s folk poetry and folk poetry at its best. The songs
are natural and dramatic and abound in pathos and hum-
our, 1n romance and tragedy. Agamn and again in reading
them one 15 struck by resemblances to the folk-poetry of other
countries Now 1t 1s AnnieLawrie (before Burns improved her)-

“She 1s backit like the peacock, she 1s breistit like the
swan® —except that the Indian Annie has a nose like a pa-
rrot’s beak and fingers like bunches of bananas —which are
just as beautiful no doubt. Or, we have what 1s almost a trans-
lation of that most dainty of German folk songs, “und schau
ich him, so schanst du her; Das macht mein Herz so
schwer, so schwer ” in “Main Chitwat Tu Chitwat Nahin
Rahi Rahi J1 Ghabrae,” Or we hear an echo of “Edward,
Bdward,” inthe tragedy of the brother’s murder, “Why
does your brand sale dop wy’ blind *” to which the Indian
Edward replied much as his Scotch prototype did, “I
have killed roecdeer.”
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